
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR 
COPELAND

Meeting date: 24 March 2020

From: Executive Director – Economy & Infrastructure

2019/20 LOCAL COMMITTEE DEVOLVED BUDGET - 
HIGHWAYS

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 This report presents the Highways Devolved Budget Finance figures 
including an update on the Highways Revenue and Capital Programme. 
Detail of which is contained within the attached appendices.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The Local Committee’s 2019/20 proposed Cash Limited Budget was 
determined by the County Council on 14 February 2019. The Local 
Committee is able to vire funding between budget lines during the 
course of the financial year, subject to Corporate Policy and Service 
Standards. The Committee is not able to vire money from capital 
budgets into revenue budgets. The report should make explicit 
reference to the relevant documents, the implementation timescales, 
budgets and appropriate performance indicators, and how these might 
be affected.

2.2 The latest allocated Highways Devolved Revenue budget is £648,803

2.3 The latest allocated Highways Devolved Capital budget is £1,803,759.

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That Local Committee agree and keep under review the devolved 
revenue and capital budget allocations for 2019/20 and the 
commitments and expenditure recorded in Appendices 1 and 2.

3.2 That Local Committee note the Highways Revenue budget is currently 
forecasting an overspend at the 19/20 year end of £31,671



3.3 That Local Committee note the Devolved Highways Capital Budget is 
currently forecasting an overspend of £12,461

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 The attached appendices provide details or both Revenue and Capital 
budgets. The appendices also contain projected expenditure detail including 
progress to date as of the end of February 2020

4.2 The revised Revenue budget attached as part of Appendix 1 takes into 
account last year’s overspend. The current projected additional spend of 
£31,671 is due to a combination of increased gully cleansing activity and 
additional reactive maintenance over the course of the winter period.

4.3 The revised Capital budget is currently forecasting £12,461 overspend. This 
is broadly due to increased minor structural repair activity across the 
carriageway and footway.

4.4 Members will also note as part of Appendix 2 a number of virements 
between budget headings to offset a series of specific scheme 
under/overspends.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 Members can recommend that Local Committee agree and keep under 
review the Revenue and Devolved Highways Capital Budgets attached as 
Appendix 1 and 2.

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 The Local Committee Highway budgets as indicated in Appendices 1 and 2 
were approved by Council in February 2019.

6.2 The Highways Revenue budget is forecasting an overspend of £25,275 at 
this stage

6.3 The Devolved Highways Capital budget is currently forecasting an 
overspend of £36,591 at this stage.

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 In relation to recommendation 3.1, under Part 2D, paragraph 5.1.2 (f) of the 
Constitution, Local Committee has the function to:- “Agree and keep under 
review the implementation of, the highways revenue budget and capital 
programme for the local committee’s area to support the Council to carry out 
its statutory duty to maintain the highway in a safe condition as far as 
reasonably practicable.”



7.2 Recommendations 3.2 and 3.3 are for Local Committee to note. There are, 
therefore, no direct legal implications.

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 The Highways Revenue budget is forecasting an overspend of £25,275

8.2 The Devolved Highways Capital Budget is currently forecasting an 
overspend of £36,591

Angela Jones, Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure 

24th March 2020

Please ensure that every part of this section where there is an asterisk*  is completed in 
accordance with the instructions before sending the report to Democratic Services, following 
which please delete this sentence.

APPENDICES

Appendix 1 – Devolved Highways Revenue Budget 
Appendix 2 – Devolved Capital Budget

Electoral Division(s): All

Executive Decision No*

Key Decision No*

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A*

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No*

N/A*If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

No*Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

N/A*Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

N/A*Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

N.B. If an executive decision is made, then a decision cannot be implemented until the 
expiry of the eighth working day after the date of the meeting – unless the decision is 
urgent and exempt from call-in and necessary approvals have been obtained.



PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
[including Local Committees]

No previous relevant decisions.

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny.

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers.

REPORT AUTHOR

Contact: Kevin Cosgrove – Local Area Network Manager 
Kevin.cosgrove@cumbria.gov.uk
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